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“It’s terrifying, and you just have no control, and it’s taking out everything in its path. 


Lindsey Reed, bartender in Santa Barbara, Calif. 
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Firefighters search a car trapped under debris from a mudslide Wednesday in Montecito, Calif., northwest of Los Angeles. 


After mudslides, ‘everything's gone’ 


BY MAX UFBERG, 
MARK BERMAN 
AND SCOTT WILSON 


MONTECITO, CALIF. — Emer- 
gency crews climbed and clawed 
through thick flows of mud and 
dangerous debris Wednesday in 
some of Southern California’s 
most exclusive neighborhoods, 
as the death toll from the col- 
lapse of rain-soaked hillsides 
rose to 17 people with more than 
a dozen others missing. 

This neighborhood of gated 


Death toll at 17 in Calif. 
region charred by fires; 
at least 13 are missing 


homes and sloping streets 
just south of Santa Barbara has 
taken on the character of a 
Hollywood set, weeks after 
flames threatened the kind of 
destruction that mudslides have 
done in days. Wide swaths of 


For Virginia’s top salesman, 
legacy is still being written 


BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER 


Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
bounds out of a gray SUV in the 
loading dock under the Renais- 
sance Hotel in downtown Wash- 
ington. Bodyguards in suits race 


to keep up. 
Moments later he’s seated in a 
darkened ballroom, 


where Deputy National 
Intelligence Director Sue 
Gordon is warning cy- 
bersecurity-conference 
attendees about threats 
and vulnerabilities. In- 
telligence officials and 
security executives, din- 
ing on chicken, clap so- 
berly. 

Then McAuliffe takes the lec- 
tern. 

“Good afternoon, everybody!” 
he booms. “How many Virginia 
residents we got?” 

The crowd seems to perk up. 
“Woooo!” a few people shout. 

“Fantastic,” McAuliffe says. 
“Maryland?” A slightly softer cho- 
rus of wooos, to which he re- 
sponds: “You guys like paying tax- 


McAuliffe 


es. I’m okay with that.” 

This jab at his neighboring 
state never fails to get a laugh, 
whether McAuliffe delivers it to 
an audience of cyber-spooks or to 
a startled patron in a coffee shop. 
It’s salesman’s patter, honed after 
four years of using his position as 
governor to pitch companies on 
the advantages of locat- 
ing in Virginia. Now his 
term in office is winding 
down, but McAuliffe is 
still wound up. 

“We got some Califor- 
nia folks, right?” he says, 
to more whoops. “Yeah? 
You like sharks? ... You 
come to Virginia, we 
don’t have sharks in Vir- 
ginia Beach. Dolphins, they come 
right up to the beach, they pick up 
your children, they give rides, 
they drop them back off.” 

The bada-bing is why some 
wrote off McAuliffe as miscast for 
stiff-necked Virginia politics. He 
was too slick, a Bill Clinton crony 
and operator who was unpre- 
pared for the tedious grind of 

MCAULIFFE CONTINUED ON A10 


ash and earth have smashed 
multimillion-dollar homes into 
pieces, filled hotel lobbies with 
muck, and blocked the main 
highway from Los Angeles for 
miles with mud several feet 
deep. 

But the human tragedy, which 
unfolded overnight Tuesday and 
continued Wednesday, far ex- 
ceeded the emotional punch of 
the severe property damage. 
Whole families have been car- 
ried away by the mud. Rescued 
children who survived their par- 


ents remain in critical condition 
in a hospital whose staffers are 
challenged by road closures and 
their own damaged property. At 
least 13 other people are missing. 

As helicopters picked families 
off the roofs of their battered 
homes, community members 
branched out on their own to 
look for survivors and bodies, 
searching creek beds and 
canyons, runoff points at lo- 
cal beaches, and splintered 
piles of wood and stone that 

MUDSLIDES CONTINUED ON A2 


Trump vows to fight 
injunction on DACA 


A ‘DREAMERS’ DEAL WOULD FACE HURDLES 


Immigration bill could arrive by end of this week 


BY MARIA SACCHETTI, 
PATRICIA SULLIVAN 
AND ED O’KEEFE 


The Trump administration 
vowed Wednesday to fight a fed- 
eral injunction that temporarily 
blocked its plans to rescind work 
permits for young undocument- 
ed immigrants, insisting that 
Congress must find a solution for 
those known as “dreamers.” 

On Capitol Hill, lawmakers 
said a bipartisan proposal could 
come as early as Thursday or 
Friday, but such legislation would 
probably face fierce resistance 
from progressives opposed to 
ceding any ground on immigra- 
tion rights and conservatives 
who feel the same on security 
issues. 

President Trump has made 


cracking down on illegal immi- 
gration a top priority, a stance 
that was underlined Wednesday 
with a U.S. Immigration and Cus- 
toms Enforcement search for un- 
documented workers at dozens of 
7-Eleven stores nationwide. The 
agency said it was the largest 
targeting of a single employer 
since Trump took office. 

A key part of Trump’s crack- 
down is the decision to end the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, 

DACA CONTINUED ON A6 


ICE targets 7-Eleven stores 
Immigration agents delivered audit 
notices across the country. A6 


Democrats’ debate 
To stand their ground on DACA and 
funding, or force a shutdown? A7 


Retirements fuel GOP 
fears of losing the House 


Rep. Issa of California 
is latest political veteran 
to say he won't run again 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 


The number of House Republi- 
cans planning to forgo reelection 
bids this year is on track to out- 
pace majority-party retirements 
in any recent election where con- 
trol of the chamber flipped — an 
ominous sign fueling GOP fears 
of a political wave that could shift 
power to Democrats in Novem- 
ber’s midterm elections. 

Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) on 


Wednesday became the latest 
GOP veteran to announce that he 
would not seek reelection, two 
days after his fellow California 
Republican, House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee Chairman Ed- 
ward R. Royce, said he would 
retire. Democrats had placed 
both men high on their midterm 
target lists, and key congressional 
forecasters immediately moved 
their seats to likely Democratic 
pickups after the Republicans’ 

announcements. 
Issa’s and Royce’s departures 
come amid other gathering head 
ISSA CONTINUED ON A4 


New front in GOP’s civil war? 
Mitt Romney’s resurgence feeds 
debate over his party’s future. A4 


In a freer Saudi Arabia, artists dream — and worry 


Hopes for a creative flowering are tempered by concerns about just how much freedom is on offer 


IMAN AL-DABBAGH FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


Filmmaker Khaled Nadershah, left, and actress Summer Shesha in Jiddah. With bureaucratic 
strictures easing, permits to shoot in Jiddah’s streets came through in just a week, Nadershah said. 


BY KAREEM FAHIM 
IN RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA 


he government of this ul- 

traconservative kingdom 

has lately become a tire- 

less patron of the 
arts, sponsoring concerts by 
Western performers such as New 
Age artist Yanni and promoting 
comic festivals and book fairs. 
Cinemas, banned for decades, are 
set to open soon. 

The thaw is part of a push by 
Saudi Arabia’s 32-year-old crown 
prince, Mohammed bin Salman, 
to ease some social restrictions, 
and the flurry of official an- 
nouncements has thrilled a gen- 
eration of young Saudis for whom 
a night of music or movies most 
often meant trips abroad. 

But the plans have raised con- 
cerns, too, about the kind of cul- 
tural scene that emerges in a 
place governed by an austere reli- 
gious creed and where the bene- 
factor is an absolute monarchy 
that takes a dim view of unfet- 
tered speech. The undertaking 
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Maryland was filled 
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Wars’ effects on animals The frequency, 
rather than intensity, of armed conflict is a 
factor in population decline, a study found. A3 


Bang for the buck Republicans, seeking quick 
benefits from the tax law, want employers to 
withhold less from paychecks. A15 
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THE NATION 

A decision by the U.S. 
attorney general to seek 
additional federal en- 
forcement of marijuana 
laws could cause elec- 
tion-year strife among 
Republicans. A8 
Congressional Demo- 
crats hit a “breaking 
point” this week, opting 
to release reports and 
transcripts without 
GOP buy-in. A12 


THE WORLD 

President Trump is ex- 
pected to continue 
Iran’s reprieve from 
tough sanctions but sig- 
nal his dislike of the re- 
lated nuclear deal. A12 


South Korea’s leader 
attributed new Korean 
talks to President 
Trump. A13 

Russia identified a vil- 
lage from which it said 
drones attacked its 
Hmeimim military base 
in Syria. A14 


THE ECONOMY 

There is little correla- 
tion between the dan- 
gers of various drugs 
and the stringency of 
laws regulating their 
use, a report noted. A17 
President Trump pri- 
vately suggested in- 
creasing the gas tax to 
help fund an infrastruc- 
ture overhaul, but GOP 


shot that idea down. A17 
“Blockchain,” the tech- 
nology underpinning 
the bitcoin craze, is 
feeding excitement 
about how the concept 
can move beyond digital 
currency. A17 


THE REGION 
Democrat Shelly Simo- 
nds, who lost a drawing 
to break a deadlocked 
Virginia legislative race, 
conceded defeat, giving 
the GOP narrow control 
of the House of Del- 
egates. B1 

The drama of recounts 
and tiebreakers for con- 
trol of Virginia’s House 
of Delegates gave way to 
pledges of trust. And the 
session’s opening day in 


with ceremonies. B1 


Virginia’s first openly 
transgender lawmaker, 
Danica Roem, feels the 
pressure to prove she 
can pass legislation. B1 
A former Baltimore 
councilwoman who was 
attacked by two teens in 
2016 became a mentor 
to them. B1 

More than 400 fami- 
lies and individuals have 
been placed in housing 
as part of the city’s 


LOCAL LIVING 
Opening up a world 
Here are nine ways to 
help a child with learning 
or behavior issues. 
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‘All the Money’ gap 
A pay disparity affecting 
actress Michelle Williams 
generates outrage. C1 


“Home for the Holidays” 
campaign. B3 

A federal appeals 
court decided not to 
block a Virginia Repub- 
lican from being sworn 
into the House of Del- 
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egates over a ballot mix- 
up. B4 
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